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Dear Parents/Carers,                                                                                                 May 2020 
 
As you know schools have been asked to welcome back a wider group of children 
from the 1st of June at the earliest. This is an initial date and we are awaiting an 
announcement on Thursday 28th May to confirm whether the government tests have 
been met and that this plan can proceed. 
 
I am sure that you’ll agree, this is a difficult time for schools, parents and children in 
navigating through this national crisis. As schools, we are responding to advice and 
guidelines from the Government, Unions and other sources to seek to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of pupils and staff. We understand that distancing in schools 
with young children is going to be impossible and as such we are looking at a wide 
range of measures in a risk assessment to create groups of children or bubbles, 
which limit the wider contact between children.   
 
It is important for all parents to realise that the school will be a different place to 
before this crisis. Certain staff members will not be in school, due to shielding or 
specific medical issues. The start and end of the day will feel very different, as will 
break and lunchtimes. Each classroom will have a maximum number that has been 
deemed safe for a group of children. The government had set a maximum of 15 and 
in our school the figure is different for each year group due to the space available in 
each classroom.  The furniture will be spread out and resources identified for 
individual children. In the Foundation classrooms much of the equipment will have 
been removed, as soft furnishing, water, sand and other equipment do not meet the 
guidance. In many bubbles, children will be taught by an adult who may not be their 
usual class teacher.  
 
Our key worker and vulnerable children have been in throughout lockdown, within 
local hubs. We decided that we wanted to go above and beyond to support essential 
workers during this time and extended the school day, worked through holidays and 
offered full days to part-time children. This group of children will be able to come 
into their own school on Monday 1st June. Due to the wider opening of schools and 
the need to protect each bubble we must revert back to school hours and for F1 
children their original half day offer. 
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Although we do not know whether the wider opening of schools will go ahead until 
the 28th May, we want to outline the plan that we are working to at present. It 
should be recognised that we may need to be flexible with this plan and we will try 
to communicate effectively with parents. The safety of our children, staff and the 
wider community has to be our first consideration in all our decision making. 
 
We are asking other eligible year groups to return on these dates: 
Keyworkers and Vulnerable Group – Monday 1st June  
Acorns/F1 & Y1s – Wednesday 3rd June 
F2s & Y6s – Monday 8th June. 
 
However, not all children in these year groups will return on the above dates.  We 
have telephoned all parents in these years group and only those who said ‘yes’ will 
return.  We will then communicate with families who said ‘unsure’ after these dates.  
Please email school on school@fep.jmat.org.uk if you are unsure if your child is 
starting on the above date. 
 
By setting out this timeline we will ensure each learning space is prepared for the 
children to be welcomed into. We will also stagger the start and end times of our day 
Y3/4/5 Group – arrive 9.00am and end of day 2.50pm  - Use top gate only  
Acorn/F1 Group – arrive 9.20am and end of day 12.00pm - Use Foundation gate only 
F2 Group - arrive 9.10am and end of day 2.50pm - Use Foundation gate only 
Y1/2 Group– arrive 8.50am and end of day 2.40pm - Use bottom gate only 
Y6 Group – arrive 8.50am and end of day 3.00pm – Use top gate only 
Gates will have signs to help you go to the right gate. 
 
We ask that only one parent brings the child to the school gate, is vigilant about 
social distancing and leaves the area as soon as is possible.  
 
As a school we cannot provide the building space and the staffing numbers to 
continue to roll out this plan fully in the future. We will need to prioritise the 
children we can bring into school and the government has specified we must look to 
offer this to key worker and vulnerable children and then onto the youngest children 
in school. We will write to you about any decisions to further expand the number of 
children attending school in the coming weeks.  We will be using the information you 
provided on your views during the phone call last week, to inform our decisions. If 
your viewpoint does change, please let us know and we will try to accommodate 
this. 
 
A major part of the schools risk assessment does focus on hygiene and cleanliness. 
This will mean the regular cleaning of hands, surfaces and resources. We will be 
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increasing the cleaning of all spaces in school and will need to close the school at 
lunchtime on Friday to provide the school with a more rigorous clean each week. 
This means that our school will be open for full days on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and a half day on Friday.  Therefore school will close at 
12.30pm on a Friday. We apologise for this inconvenience, but believe that parents 
will understand the necessity for this measure. 
 
We will not be able to offer any clubs as we cannot protect the integrity of each 
bubble of children. 
 
Where possible we ask that the children wear uniform as it keeps some normality for 
them, however, if you cannot manage this, we ask that you ensure your child wears 
clean clothes each day (even if this is not uniform).  
 
Children and staff will be kept in their bubbles and will not be allowed to interact 
with or go within 2m of other bubbles. Each bubble has their allocated classroom 
and outdoor space to ensure this is the case. Children in Y1-Y6 will have their own 
desk that will not be shared and their own resources.  
 
If children do not observe behaviour expectations and put themselves or others at 
risk from their disregard for social distancing, parents must understand that we 
reserve the right to refuse entry to school for that child and they are parents’ 
responsibility. 
 
Children in Foundation stage will be in small groups of a maximum of 5 within a 
bubble. Those small groups will share desks and resources however they will be 
sanitised before another small group uses them. 
 
The staff will have a choice about whether they wear PPE during the day. We do not 
want to scare the children and DfE guidance is that we don’t need it in schools.  
Some staff may decide that wearing gloves/masks is an added layer of protection 
and that is a personal choice. However, when administering first aid and also during 
support with toileting, staff will be expected to wear PPE (this will be in the form of 
gloves, mask and apron). The guidance is that children do not need to wear PPE. We 
will not be asking any pupil to wear PPE in school.  
 
If a child falls ill within school they will be escorted to a safe, isolated room within 
school. The member of staff will put on PPE (apron, mask, gloves and goggles) and 
will stay with the child until parents collect. Parents will be expected to answer their 
phone if school rings, and collect their child if school informs them that they are 
unwell. These calls can often be from ‘unknown number’ or ‘private numbers’.  You 



 

 

must answer your phone.  You will be asked to book a test for your child as soon as 
possible.  If a child or staff member within their bubble has fallen ill, parents within 
that bubble will be informed by text that there has been a positive diagnosis. All 
those within that bubble if they are over 5 or if younger will be asked to maintain a 
self-isolation for 14 days. 
 
Please can I ask parents/carers that you still don’t promise your child that they are 
going back to school after half term at this stage. I know we all want to prepare our 
children, but promises at the moment may only increase anxiety and stress to the 

children if changes are made.  
 
Please remember that school is closed for half term during the week commencing 
25th May for the half Term holidays. You will not receive home learning during this 
week.   

 
Yours Sincerely  
 
 
Karen Smith       Andrew Bull 
Executive Headteacher Lead of JMAT  Chair of Governors 


